
Poetry Literary Devices Jot Down 
 
In the following table, jot down examples of the use of literary devices in the 
poems “Still, I Rise” by Maya Angelou and “Black Mother’s Blues” by Mrs. Daugherty. 
If there are Many examples, choose lines you thought were interesting or 
meaningful. 
 

Imagery - words or phrases 
that create mental images 
or appeal to the senses 

Rhyme scheme - placing rhyming 
words at the end of lines of poetry  

legs entwined like a pretzel, 
She was comfortably wrapped 
around a stool, chin cupped in 
her hands while the pot’s 
steam rose and met her nose 
with the cinnamony aroma of 
stewing apples. 
 

I can't help but fantasize 
About a world where black men aren't 
criminalized 
Men indiscriminately live criminal lives 
So miss me when you don't individualize 
He's more than what meets the eyes  
I know it is hard to rationalize  
but we victimize the victim 
Misunderstand the generational scars of 
discrimination that are still with him 

Alliteration - repeated 
beginning sounds of words 

Metaphor - A comparison between 
two subjects, using the 
characteristics of one subject to 
describe the second subject 

The presence of a black 
president does not set 
precedence 
People propose that this is 
where the proof is 

Bethany’s words flipped, twisted, 
bounced and landed softly in her poem 
showing how she was an acrobat with 
language. 

Tone - the attitude or perspective taken towards the subject or 
topic which produce emotions 

Leila’s body ached, dreading her next move; she inhaled shards of 
glass, the temperature was something below zero. Then, she 
crunched forward alone into the dark.  

 


